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since 2006 Head of RG Neuroimaging, Max Planck Institute of Psychiatry.  

since 1999 Staff scientist at the Max Planck Institute of Psychiatry,  
 (Prof. Dr. Dr. Dr. h.c. F. Holsboer), Munich, Germany. 

1996-1999 Supervisor of the European SON NMR Large-Scale Facility at the Bijvoet 
Center for Biomolecular Research, Utrecht University (Prof. Dr. R. Kaptein), 
The Netherlands. The SON NMR LSF was supported as an outstanding 
scientific facility by the European Union in the context of the framework 
Human Capital and Mobility and Training and Mobility in Research. 

1996 PhD, grade: magna cum laude. 

1992-1996 PhD position at the  Max Planck Institute for Biochemistry in Martinsried, 
Germany, Biological NMR spectroscopy (Prof. Dr. Dr. h.c. mult. R. Huber, Dr. 
T.A. Holak). 

1991 MSc, grade: magna. 

1989-1991 Diploma thesis at the University hospital Freiburg, Germany, section Clinical 
radiology (Prof. Dr. J. Hennig). 

1988 Studies of physics in Freiburg, Germany. 
1986-1988 Civilian service at University hospital Freiburg, Germany. 
1983-1986 Studies of physics at the Albert Ludwigs University Freiburg, Germany;  

intermediate diploma. 
 
 
Current research topics: 

In my current position I am heading the NMR research group at the Max-Planck-Institute of 
Psychiatry (MPIP). The NMR research group is dedicated to explore intermediate phenotypes 
of neuropsychiatric diseases by exploiting advanced MR imaging techniques including 
functional MRI at 1.5 and 3 Tesla (human) as well as 7 Tesla (animal). Our group contributes 
to various research fields in the context of the general mission of our institute: A strong 
application of functional MR imaging lies in the field of sleep physiology where 
electrophysiology and BOLD imaging are combined. Pharmacological mechanisms are 
growingly investigated by neuroimaging methods allowing for in-vivo visualization of altered 
cerebral activation upon intervention, both in animal models as in human subjects. In clinical 
projects on depression a cross-bridging to genetic research at the MPIP is promoted by 
relating brain morphology to genetic variants. Animal models of PTSD and chronic stress are 
endophenotyped using spectroscopy and pharmacological BOLD modulation while novel 
techniques as Mn2+ imaging are probed. 
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